
Charles Darwin University Press presents… 
South East Asia and tropical Australia are undergoing major changes, which are 
likely to intensify in the next decade. Booming economies in China and India, 
and potentially other countries, are likely to drive exponential increases in 
demands for natural resources. Climate change is likely to have severe impacts, 
ranging from those associated with changes in severity of cyclones, to those 
associated with sea level rise in shallow oceans. Land cover transformations, 
already a common feature in many parts, could well decimate biodiversity. 
Human disease outbreaks, which have already caused alarm and economic 
disruption, could remain a feature of the region. The challenges are immense; it 
is timely to reflect on transforming forces and our responses. In May 2006, an 
international symposium was held in Darwin in the Northern Territory of 
Australia, to discuss these very issues. This publication features papers by 
leading researchers and policy makers on the following themes: Drivers of 
Change; Values & Livelihoods; What Are the Changes and Their Impacts? The 
editors of this book all have wide experience in this area.  
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