What will drive the future of tropical Australia?

The authors of this book identify ten major drivers that will shape the north: population, social
function, property rights, Commonwealth policy, the global economy, resource use, oil futures,
climate change, invasive organisms and technological innovation. For each they identify the risks,
uncertainties and the extent to which they can be controlled by the people of the north. Then they
describe seven possible futures: chronic underdevelopment, degeneration, a northern ricebowl,
an industrial powerhouse, environment first, an Indigenous community Utopia and dynamic
urbanization. These are not predictions. They are scenarios to make readers think and realize that
the decisions being made today will have a profound influence in the future. Our generation has
the opportunity and frightening responsibility to make those choices.
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