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Democratic Governance in Timor-Leste is an important collection of 
articles that provides highly pertinent insights into the current dilemmas of 
the government and people of the new republic to Australia’s north. It 
gives voice to East Timorese commentators as well as to Australian and 
other international scholars. The volume explores the necessity to come to 
terms with the past in order to move on to a better future. It considers the 
role of the state and parliament in the new democracy while seeking to set 
these against the cultural and social practices of the people at whom 
development is aimed. It also examines the role of the agencies that have 
sought to assist in the country’s transformation from a colonised to a post-
colonial society with a sound economic future. 
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